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Pesticide Laws vs. Pesticide Safety

What came first.  

ïPesticide Law or Pesticide Safety



Problems with slack laws 

Pest resistance

Increasing levels of chemical output

Chemicals persisted in environment

Biomagnifications

Non-target impact

Public concern



Pesticide LAWS

1947 FIFRA

ïFederal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 

Rodenticide Act

Must be registered by USDA eventually EPA

Usage be safe

Properly labeled



Job of EPA

Enforce FIFRA

ïRegister Products (must include data)

transportation

ïInspect Sites (proper storage and disposal)

ïCertify Applicators for application of restricted 

use products.

ïEPA gives power to state to enforce 

mandated EPA plan (MDA) 



FIFRA and You

Farm Applicator ïProducing Ag. 

Commodity on Property owned or rented 

by applicator who wishes to apply 

restricted use.

Commercial Applicator ïApplicator who 

uses or supervises the use of restricted 

use pesticides for property not owned or 

rented by applicator.



State of Montana Certification 

System

Approved in 1976 by EPA

ïFarm Applicators

1) Pass a written exam with a 70% or better 

without benefit of pesticide courses

2) Attend a 6 credit pesticide training course and 

completing an ungraded examination


